John H. Francis Polytechnic High School

Instructional Strategies:  Reciprocal Teaching, Thinking Maps, Academic Vocabulary Development, Anticipatory Activities, Note Taking


    Instructional Strategy Demonstrated: Reciprocal Teaching
Culminating Writing Assignment: Write a fictional, autobiographical, or biographical narrative in which you describe a specific incident in a specific place in Los Angeles and communicate its significance to the audience.

Subject/Grade Level: Contemporary Composition/11th Grade

Lesson Objective: Identify significant elements of text and images as related to themes of the unit.

Standards: R2.4. Make reasonable assertions about the author’s arguments by using elements of the text to defend and clarify interpretations.

Lesson Assessment: Written answers from the group and/or oral answers provided by group
Materials: Text 7 “Los Angeles Notebook” (Part 3) by Joan Didion

Activity Sequence: (Should first be modeled for class with another piece of text to clarify the format and/or detail in which the answers should be written) 

1. Students are assigned to groups of 4

2. Each student is assigned a role: summarizing, questioning, clarifying, predicting 

3. Students read the text aloud in groups

4. Students complete their respective roles in writing 
· In their writing, students should include academic vocabulary.
5. Students share their answers in groups

6. Students use the information presented to collectively identify one or more significant elements of the story that occur, connect the element(s) to the theme of the unit, and defend and clarify interpretation on one of the group member’s paper.

7. Teacher reviews work orally by questioning groups to defend work.
· In their oral response, students should be giving most of their answers in complete sentences.
